
STANDING ORDER REGARDING REI.EASE OF FORENSIC DEA fH INVL:ST IGATION 
REPORTS fOR ALL .l llSTICI: COURTS IN MONTGOM ERY COUNTY TEXAS 

In 2018. Texa~ received the Centers for Di~casc ( \1ntrul an<l l'n.:vcntion's (CDC) at ional Violent Death 
Reporting System grant to create the Texas Violent Death Reporti ng System ( I VORSJ. Violent death~ 
im:ludc uic1dcs. homicides. acc idental tirearrn deat h,. and u11tktcrmi 11cd ,iolent deaths The TVDRS 
program is housed within the Texas I )epar1111ent nf State I kalth Services' (OSI IS). Maternal and Ch ild 
I leath. Office of Injury Prevention (OIP). The TVDKS grant'~ goa l is to gather and ana lyze critica l violent 
death elements fro m death ccrtilicates. medical examiner~ (M Es).j ustice!> of the peace (JPs). and la,~ 
enforcement (LE) records. TVDRS linb infomiatilm ahout the "who". "" hen". "1\ here". and "IHm" from 
rnull idiscipl inary violent death data and pro, ide~ in, ight ahout "" hy" the deaths occurred. T V D RS' 

nw,sion i~ tl) use, iolent death data to inform deci,.ions to help save lives. 

l1ursuant to the legal authority of l"exa~ Health and Safct~ Code ~ 92 .005. OSI IS is gi, en the broad 
authori t) to ,lhtain access to health and medical record:, and other information re le, ant to epidemio logic 
irn e tigation of injuries and their cause:,. [)~ T-1~ !>taff. under thi statute and guidance of OS II~. arc 
authorized to request and ohtain medical and other rccordl> for this purpose. Strict confidential ity and 
pri vac~ for decedents. their famil ies. and health can: prm iders i!t em,ured. lnfomiation that ma) relate to 
an~ specific individual. case. or health care provider " il l he trictl) confident ial and v. ill not be included 
in report!>. No information about indi, idual case \\ ill he prm idcd 10 either health care providers or 

facilities. A II protocols comply \\ ith the Health Insurance Portabi lit) and Accountabi lit) Act ( HIPAA} 
Privac) Ruic and state medical pri,ae) statutes . 

It is ordered b~ Montgomery County Ju!>ticei. of the l'eace that the Montgomery Count!' Forensic Services 
Onice i~ authori zed to release the folio\\ ing record, 11, r VDRS ,taff for thei r U!>e in data collection for the 
National Violent Ocath Reporting System: 

• Forensic Investigation Report/Notes 

• Autopsy Reports 

• Toxicology Screens 

Of deaths that re<.ul ted from an injury in Momgome~ Count) that are medical ly certified as a: homicide. 
i.uicide. undetermined death. and unintentional firl'arm death . 

Effecti, e Januaf) I . 2023 and unti I fun her order of thl! Montgomer;. Count~ J u~tices of the Peace 

Precinct 2 - Judge Trey Spikes 

Precinct 4 - Judge Jason Dunn 

Precinct 5 - Judge Matt Masden 


