District Courts and Cases Governed by These Local Rules-Colorado, Gonzales, and Lavaca County

Except when superseded by Emergency Orders and Emergency Procedures these rules

govern the procedures in the District Courts hearing civil cases, family cases and criminal cases.

1.1 Central Jury Docket for Criminal Cases

Cases are set for jury trial at the discretion of the District Courts. All criminal jury trials are set
through a central docketing system run by a Court Administrator designated by a majority vote
of the district judges. Once a jury trial request is made in a criminal case, the designated Court
Admin rator will provide a trial date that allov for the crimii  trials to be split between the
District Courts as evenly as possible. sury trials i ciinnnar cas will be set without regard to the
court in which the case was originally filed. It is at the discretion of the District Judge presiding
over each court whether to specially set a criminal trial on their own docket. Preferential settings
are at the sole discretion of the Judge presiding over the District Court wherein the preferential

setting is requested.

1.2 Jury Dockets for Civil Cases
Cases are set for jury trial at the discretion of the District Courts. Civil cases will be set for trial

in the District Court wherein the case was originally assigned.
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The District Clerk will file cases by distributing them based upon the agreements between the

“strict " urts.



1.4Llo “Ac nistrative

By majority vote, the judges of the District Courts of Colorado, Gonzales and Lavaca County
elect their Local Administrative Judge, who serves at their pleasure for a two-year term. The
Local Administrative Judge has the general administrative responsibility and authority necessary

for the proper functioning of the District Courts.

1.5 Court Administrator
All dockets are administered by the Court Administrator for the District Judge who will be

presiding over the docket.

The Court Administrator for each District Court in Colorado, Gonzales and Lavaca County
shall develop a court calendar designating jury weeks and non-jury days or weeks for each
calendar year. A copy of this schedule will be posted on the respective County webpage for each

District Court.

1.7 Parties or Counsel
References to parties or counsel in these Local Rules include counsel/attorneys for the parties

and the parties themselves if they are self-represented.

1.8 “Shall”
v erstois

mandatory or required.
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Interpreters will not be provided by any District Court in Colorado, Gonzales and Lavaca County

unless required by state or federal law. The party needed the interpreter will need to bring a
certified interpreter uniess there is a prior agreement by the parties and the court has approved
an uncertified interpreter. Prior to the hearing or trial beginning the attorneys shall instruct the
interpreter on the proper way to translate during the hearing or trial.

If an interpreter is required by state or federal [aw, the party requiring the interpreter shall
notify the Court Administrator for the assigned District Court at the time the hearing or jury trial

is requested.
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Virtual hearings are held at the discretion of each individual court. Please note that each court
may have a different procedure for virtual hearings and any party requesting a virtual hearing
should contact tt Court Admir rator for the District ~urt which has| :n assigned to the case.
Virtual hearings will not be authorized unless all parties are in agreement that the hearing
[
Witnesses will not be allowed to testify remotely without agreement by all the parties and

approval by the Presiding Judge of the assigned District Court.

2.10 Delayed Arrival

Unless otherwise indicated, all dockets begin at 9:00 a.m. Attorneys and pro-se litigants who
do not expect to be on time and present in the courtroom during docket call shall notify the Court
Administrator for the District Court assigned to the case and give the reason for their delay along
with an estimated time of arrival. The attorney or pro-se litigant who is anticipating not being

present at 8._) a.m. shall also notify the opposing counsel and/or opposing party.
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An attorney may file vacation letters with the court, with copies to all opposing counsel, for

a time period not to exceed a cumulative of four total weeks per year. Counsel will not be set






At the civil announcement docket, each side shall present to the court a proposed jury
charge. Upon the Court’s order, counsel shall prepare the jury charge in its final form making

changes or modifications ordered by the court.

MAITARDTEFARA D

PRE-TRIAL PROCEDURE AND FINAL DISPOSITION IN FAMILY LAW CASES

3.1 Standing Orders

The parties in any divorce suit or suit affecting the parent-child relationship (which
include, but are not limited to, modification suits, paternity suits, and original suits) filed in
Colorado, Gonzales or Lavaca .ounty are subjecttothe »lorado »>nzalesor Lavaca —ounty
Standing Order for Family Law Cases and any amendments thereto. This and other applicable
Standing Orders may be found on the County District Courts’ website or be obtain from the
District Clerk’s offices. When requesting a temporary restraining order or temporary
injunction, counsel shall not repeat or otherwise address the subject matter contained in the

ar | : & lifi “t T

3.2 Application for TRO to be Served with Citation

Notwithstanding Chapter 7, in a family law case, a request for a TRO to be served with
citation may be presented ex parte if supported by an affidavit and if the relief would not
affect the possession of or access to a child. If a TRO affects the possession of or access to a
child, and the opposing party is represented by counsel, the applicant or their counsel shall
confer prior to presenting the TRO to the appropriate Court Administrator. When presenting
a Tl ~ that affects possession of or access to a child the requesting party shall include a
statement that either (a) attempts have been made to confer with opposing counsel and have
been unsuccessful or (b) the respondent is unrepresented at this time.

All other . :rgency relief is governed by _.1apter 6.
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Each party shall deliv tI required form  the il party an tl
hearing the case.
¢. When Form is Delivered
Each party shall deliver the required form to the opposing party before the case is

called for hearing, and to the judge at the time of the hearing.

3.4 No Extensions or Waivers by Court Administrator or by Agreement
The Court Administrator is not authorized to extend the time for delivering pretrial forms.
The parties may not by agreement waive or modify the provisions or requirements of these

rules.
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Subject to applicable rules of evidence, the pre-trial forms required by these rules may be

used during the trial or hearing and may be marked as exhibits and offered into evidence.

3.6 Consequences for Failure to Comply

a. All Parties Fail to Con ly
If all parties in a case fail to deliver pre-trial forms as required by these rules, the case
will be required to be reset or will be moved to the bottom of the list of cases set for
the same time and will be heard only after all announced cases are heard and only if
time permits.

b. A Party Fails to Comply
If it appears that any party in a case failed to deliver pre-trial forms as required by
these rules, the court ay conduct a pre-trial conference and the court may in _ )se
one or more of the sanctions authorized by Tex. R. Civ. Proc. 215 against any party or

attorney responsible for such failure.
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All issues not stated in pre-trial forms as required by these procedures will be deemed

waived except upon showing of good cause for failure to comply with these rules.

3.7 Time Limits on Temporary or Interim Orders Hearings

Property Only

If the temporary or interim orders hearing relates only to the use of or exclusive use
of property acquired by the community each side is limited to 30 minutes, including
cross examination.

Child Custody, Possession and Access, and Child Support

if tl [ il id h
side is limited to 60 minutes a side, including cross examination.

Requests for Additional Time

If a party believes that additional time will be needed at the temporary or interim
orders hearing that party may file a motion requesting additional time. The motion
rec stit  additional time shall be supported by facts that show why additional time
is needed in order to fully and fairly consider all issues, shall include how much
additional time is re 1ested, and shall be e-filed and then presented to the Court
Administrator for the District Court assigned to the case. Each District Judge will

consider, at their discretion, granting or denying additional time.

3.8 Pre-Trial Procedure Before a Final Trial on the Merits

Before the final trial on the merits in any divorce suit or suit affecting parent-child

relationship (which include, but are not limited to, modification suits, paternity suits, and

original suits), each party shall prepare and deliver pre-trial forms and any amended

pleadings as follows:

Fo lired Depend on Type of Suit 1d at Tri
i. In a divorce suit, each party shall prepare and deliver a Proposed Property

Division using the form posted on the Gonzales County District Courts’
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Litigants shall not brir 1 child tothe _ourthouse, thereby Sthe child fre
his or her daily routine, before the court decides whether and when to confer.
If a Motion to Confer is filed and set with a final trial on the merits, the parties

shall include the time the court will confer with the child in their time announcement.

3.10 Finalizing a Divorce
If there are no contested issues in a final divorce, the parties may submit an
Affidavit of Prove-Up or Interrogatories in Lieu of Appearance for the case to be
considered by submission at the discretion of the assigned District Court.
If the divorce v child e n [ fi
showing that a 4 hour parenting class has been completed prior to requesting the court

render the divorce.
3.11 No Limitation on Texas Rules of Civil Procedure

T erul ally istrt asa: st for, -as 1y limitation on, any

pre-trial or discovery provision(s) pursuant to the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.
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4.77....2line for Judic  Signature
All judgments and orders shall be signed by the court within fourteen (14) days from the date

they are submitted unless any party requests a hearing on a motion to enter.

4.8 Motions to Enter

All parties are encouraged to confer and attempt to resolve any disputes relating to the
wording of judgments and orders. Parties responsible for drafting the judgment or order should
make reasonable attempts to confer on the form of the order. Should the drafting party not
receive a response within seven (7) business days, the drafting party can, at their discretion, set
the case for a motion to enter. Counsel is encouraged to remember that the courts can and will

col F] 1sincluding at  ney | [ ui -l
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5.2 Conduct of Parties and Counsel

Attorneys shall advise their clients and witnesses of these rules; self-represented
parties shall familiarize themselves and their witnesses with these rules.
All parties shall promptly enter the courtroom before the scheduled time for each
courts¢ ion.
All objections, arguments, and other comments shall be directed to the judge or
jury and not to opposing parties or counsel.
While a party is addressing the judge or jury, no one else may stand for any
purpose except to claim the right to interrupt the person who is speaking.
p st 1 app ich thel ch witl ’ t s ot wi
instructed, and no one should ever lean on the bench.
Unless otherwise instructed by the court, parties shall remain seated at the
counsel tables at all times except:
i. When the judge enters or exits the courtroom;
ii. When addressing the judge or jury and
ili. Whenever it may be proper to handle documents, exhibits, or other
evidence, or to approach a witness, at which time leave of court is
not required, unless otherwise instructed. Counsel shall anticipate
any need to move furniture, appliances, or easels, and shall make
advance arrangements with the court. Tables shall not be moved

dur _ _urtsessions.
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8.6 Objection to Mediation

Parties filing motions to retain shall file any objection to mediation simultaneously with a
motion to retain.

Parties receiving notice of a motion to retain shall file any objection to mediation at least
7 days prior to the dismissal date specified in the notice of dismissal.

Objections to referral to mediation will be taken on submission without hearing.

8.7 No Discovery

No further discovery may be conducted in cases retained by the court and ordered to
complete mediation unless permitted by court order. Further discovery will not extend
the deadlines prescribed in this standing order unless ordered by the court.

8.8 Trial Settings

Cases set for trial after entry of an order to retain may not be removed from the trial
docl een 1t.
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