


-Sta intl petitionorina :parate Tfidavit thattl tified copy is not available;
and
- Be prepared to provide documentation showing reasonable diligence in attempting to
obtain it.
4. Alternative Proof of Parentage.
If a certified copy is not available to any party, the Court may order any party to file
alternative proof of the identity of the child’s parent or parents, which may include:
- An Acknowledgment or Denial of Paternity;
- A court order adjudicating parentage;
- Results of a genetic test; or
- Other reliable evidence establishing the parent-child relationship.
5. Failure to Comply.
Failure to comply with this Standing Order may result in the petition being deemed
deficient, and the Court may:
- Decline to issue temporary or final orders until the required documentation is filed; or
- Dismiss the pending suit for want of prosecution at any court proceeding.

IV. INSTRUCTIONS TO PETITIONERS ON OBTAINING A CERT.. {ED
COPY OF A BIRTH CERTIFICATE

A. Child Born in Texas

1. In Person (recommended):
Request at the Atascosa County Clerk’s Office, 1 Courthouse Circle Drive, Suite 102,
Jourdanton, Texas 78026.
Photo ID required; may issue same-day copies.
2. Online Request:
Visit the Texas Department of State Health Services — Vital Statistics Unit:
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/vs.
Select “Order a Birth Certificate Online.”
Provide identifying information, valid ID, and payment.
Fee: $22 per copy (plus online fees). Processing time: . 0 business days.
3. By Mail:
Complete Form VS-140 and mail with photo ID and $22 fee to:
Texas Vital Statistics Section
P.O. Box 12040, Austin, TX 78711-2040.
Processing time: 4-6 weeks.

B. Child Born in Another U.S. State or Territory

1. Locate the state’s vital-records office via the CDC directory:
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.

2. Submit the application with required information, ID, and fee (typically $15-$30).

You may also order through VitalChek.com, a certified vendor.

4. Processing time varies by state (2—6 weeks).
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