
AHENDM NUIJS OT PRACTICE

ETTST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COIIRT OP IEIAS

(JASPEf,, XEtInoT, SAN AUGUSTIITE,ARD SABINE COUTTIES)

lllttal*!ta

I. JURISDICTION OP COURTS

A. By agreeoent, lhe Jurisdlctlon of the Dlstrlct Courts of JaaPer

Neyton Counlles extends to all casee, and ellher Judge uay s1t

elther court.
B. By r8reeDent' the Jurlsdlctlon of the Dl8tr1ct Courts of Sablne and

San Augustlne Countles ertenda to all cases, and elther Judge oay alt
Ln elther court.

ETLING OF CASES

A. CIVIL
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A central dockat stll be utllized ln each County of the Dlstrlct'
all clvll cases shall be docketed nurnerlcally 1n order of f1l'lng'

not ln rolatlon.
B. CRII{INAL

and

1n

1. Crlolnal cases EaY be flled
the Flrst Dlstrlct Court or

Countl.es.

2. Crlnlnal casea rlay be filed

the flrst Dlstrlct Court or

San Augustlne Coultlea.

JIIVENILE

The prloary Jurlsdictlon and responslblLlty for luvenlle Eatters

Jasper, Neuton, San AuBustlne and Sablne Counties shall rest i,lth

First Judiclal Dlstrlct Court.

Ln and lndlctEents
1-A Distrlct Court

1n and lndictDents

the 273rd Dlstrlct

and

and

Day be returned to

ln Jasper and Nevton

nay be returned to

Court in Sablne and

C

ln
the

By authorlzatlon of the Texas Rules of Clvll Procedure, the followlng amended

rules governlng rhe practlce in the Dlatrlct court of the Plrst Judlclal DLstrlct

of Texss are adopted. A11 other rules heretofore adoPted by the court are re-

sclnded. NothloB conEallred ln these rules shal1 be construed or lnterPreted aB

lnterferrlng r{lth the rlght of the Judge to Eake such orders, 8ettln86 or Proce-

dural dlrectlons (not lnconalstent Hlth the Texas RuLes of ClviL Procedure) as

lu the Judgers dlscretLon nay be necessary and proper for the expedlent and

orderly dlspatch of Ehe buslness of the court.



3. TERMS OF COURT

A. The Flrst Dlatrlct Court !1111 hold at least trro lury/oon-jury teros
in each County of the Dlstrict beginn+g as follo!,e:
l JASPER - The second geek of January and th€ second seek ln July,

and at such other t1Ees as nay be deslgnated by the Court.
2. NEITTON - LAST WEEK IN February and last rreek ln August, and at

auch other tlDes as Eay be deEignated by the Court.

3. SAII AUGUSTINE - Last week ln l'tarch and second veek ltr october,
and at auch other t1Ee6 as uay be dealgnated by the Court.

4. SABINE - Flrsc neek 1n May and aecond rreek ln Novenber, and at

such other t1Ees as nay be deslgnated by the Courl.
B. These deslgnated perlods are the uLnlnuu tlEes and are provlded, 1n

part, for guldance. Addltlonal tioe w111 be provlded consistent rrlth
the rlovlnt of the docket and the dlsposltlon of cases.

FA}IILY CODE },IATTERS AND NONCONTESTED MATTEBS

The followlng half-day schedules Hlll be follored for bearlng FaElly
Code and noncontested tlatters, except for the Eonths of June and

Deceober, unle66 othenrlse provlded. Counsel- ehould check slth the

Dlstrlct Clerks for the Courtrs schedule for these days ln the Eonths

of June and Deceuber:

1. Jaeper - Thlrd Erlday @ 9:00 AM

2. Neuton - Thlrd Frlday G 9:00 Att

3. Sablne - fourth Priday Q 9:00 Au

4. San Augustlne - fourth Priday @ 1:30 PM

On each day designated above, the Court rr111 hear aLl Eattera ln open

court unless speclal clrcuostancea rdarrant otherrrlse and the law per-

ol'ts. The Court Eay hear, as tlDe perE1t8, pretrlal uatters 1n both

clvll and crlElnal caaes, aa r.rell as pleas of giftty.

In all contested cases lnvolvlng teEporary alluony and chl"ld auPPort

(both tenporary and peroanent) each laryer shal1 prePate arr exhlblt

wlth sufflclent coples for the Court and each lasyer, settlDg forth
lncooe, debts, llvlng expenses, any unusual nedlcal exPe[se' lncurred

or to be lncurred, and any other Daterlal and relevant lnforoatlon

relatlng to the lssue of suPPort. Further, ln dlvorce casea, an

exhlbil shall be prePared s€tt1ng forth the ProPerty (comun{ty/seP-

arate), rrlth estlDates of value, the aEount of debts, 1lens and a

proposed dlvlslon. These exhlblts Eay be handvrltlen.
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D, The successful concluslon of faulIy 1arr Eatters can beat be achleved

lhrough settleEent of lssues. Therefore, each party lB expected to
uake a bona flde effort to dlspose of,'by agreenent, as many lssues
as posslble. Counsel shall so advlse thelr cll-eDta,

DOCKET CALLS

A. ?he dockets of each County ln the Distrlct nLl-I be called on a day

cerlaln prlor to the. opening day of court for the purpoae of settlng
cases for trlal durlng designated veeks. The docket settlnts Day be

oade by the Court for varlous Jury and non-lury neeks. Non-Jury cases

when set durlng a lury veek are set subject to the Jury docket for
that seek.

DISMISSAL DOCKETS

A. There shal1 be a dlsoissal docket ln Aprl1 and October of each year,

and, In addlElon therelo, as tlirny auch dockets a6 needed to deal rrlth
the lack of case prosecutlon,

B. A11 clvll caae6, lncludiug faully las ca6es, on flle for over luo years

shall be preceesed by the Court for dlsllissal for vant of proEecutloo.

Notice shall be glven as provlded by Rule 165(a), Texas Rules of Clvll
Procedure.

REQUEST FOR SETTINGS - NON-JURY MATTERS

The Court r1L1 be avallab1e for non-Jury trlals at tlDes other thao durlng

Jury ueeks. Non-Jury Eay be set for trlal as follovs:
A. Upon the Court's or.n Eotlon.

B. Upon re4uest of any party. The request shal1 suggest tl{o or aore

dates and the approxiEate trtal tlDe. I{hen poeslble, the6e Datters

should be dlscussed t,lth opposlng counsel. An order settlng the

hearing and a copy rhereof shall acconpany rhe request. A slgned

copy of the order nlll be returned uy the Cllrk to the requestlng

attorney, nho sha11 then notlfy opposlng counsel of the aettln8 ln
a Denner conelstent l,lth the Texas Rules of C1vl1 Procedure. Reaaon-

abJ.e notlce of not less than ten (i0) days lE requl-red unLess a

leaaer tiDe ls authorized by the Texas Rules of clvll Procedure.

C. Upou the oral or r.rltten request of all partles.

CONFLICT OF SETTINGS

The Rules of Procedure of the Second Adninlstratlve JudlciaL Dlstrlct

concernlng confllcts ln trlal sectlngs shall apply'
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9. VACATIONS OI' ATTORNEYS

The Rules of Procedure for the Second Adolnistratlve Judlcial Dlstrlca
concerning vacatlo! deslgnarlons by attorneys sh811 apply.

IO. RESETTING CASES

A. After dockat ca1ls, ln nhlch cases have be.en set for trlal, parties
oay, by agreeDent, re6et casea for another week durlng the tern.
Also, cases set for partlcular weeks and whlch have not been reached,

even though a Jury nay have been selected, uay be reset for a later
week 1n the ssDe terD at the requeat of €1ther perty.

B. All resettlng8 rrlll be subJect to Court approval. Cases, when reset,
shaLl tall the docke t .

I1. CONTIIIUANCES

AgreeDents to conllnue a case vlll be respected by the Court when con-

Elstent uith the orderl,y adElnlstratlor of the docket. If a contlnuance

1s sought by a rotlon, the Dotlon oust be fLled of record and brought ro

the attentlon of the Court and opposlng counsel vlth reaaonable d1118ence'

12. SETTLB{ENTS

A. The po8sl.bluty of coDproDlse settleEent and reaolutlon of lseues

should be futly dlscussed and exPlored before announcinB ready for
trlal.

B. The Court ls to be proDptly advlsed of any seltleDent or agreeEent re-
latlng thereto vhlch Eay affect the trlal docket.

13. PRETRTAL UATTERS

A. PretrLal hearlngs to conslder such Eattera speclfled ln Rule 166, Texas

Rules of C1vi1 Procedure, wlll be he1d, vhen approprlate' at the dlrectlon
of the Court or upon request of counsel, subjecl to approval of the

Court. Counsel are e[courated to call to the Courtrs attentlon cases 1n

whlch Rule 156 can be effectively ut1l1zed.

B. If the trlal u111 lnvolve the lntroductlon of nunerous €xhlbits, then the

exhlblts should be presented to the courE reporter for oarklnS prlor to

trlal. Counsel are asked to use theLr JudgDent 1n thls uatter in
rrorklnB to achleve a oore expedltlous trlal.

14. SPECIAI ISSUES

Upon the trlal of Jury cases, sll speclal lssues and lnstructlons whlch

can be aniielpated shall, be subultted to the Court by each slde prlor
to thelr presentlng evldence. Proposed lssues and lnstructlons should



be 1n a form ready for subolsslon. tE ls the goal of the Court to
reduce the tlEte betveen the conclusion of the evldence and the

subnlaslon of the case to the Jury,
B, The requested lssues and instructlons need not be subEitted to

opposlng counsel untll directed by the Court.

15. JI'RY TRIALS

A. One the flrst day of each Jury week, all cases aet for that seek w111

be called for trla1. Jurles wLll be selected on that day for each

caae that has aonounced "readyt' unless otherrlse dlrected by the

Court, As uany cases wl11 be trled durlng the veek as tlrle perDLts.

B. Jurles v1ll be seLected for one reek only. Un1es8 othenlse speci-
fled by the Judge 1n an lndlvlduaf ca6e, sesslons for casea on trlal
shall be fron 9:00 AM unt1l noon and froro l:00 PU untl1 5:00 PU.

16. RI,ILES OF CONDUCT

Attorneys shall conply vlth the Texas Rules of Civ1l Procedure and the

Code of Prefesslonal Responslblllty concernlng conduct and decoruE 1n

the courtroon.

IT IS oRDERED that the Dl6trlct Clerk of each County co8Prlslng the

Ftrst Judlclal Dlstrlct shall cause these auended rules to be entered

upon the officlal Ulnuted of the Court.

A copy of the6e aEended rules havlng been furnLshed to the

Supreue Court of Texas for approval before prouulgatlotr ln
accordance rrlth Rule 3a, Texas Rules of Clvll Procedure,

saue shall. becone effectlve on the Ist day of Aprll, 1984.

J
J cl

I GOLDEN, Judge, FlrB t
aL Dlstrict of Texea

January l, 1999

The foregoing aDended Rules of Practlce are sEill ln effect
for the present Jud8,es, Hon' l'lonte D. Laslls and llon. Joe Bob

Golden.
The JudSes contLnue to have concurrent Jurisdlctlon, rhere
wl 1 no transfer of r lsd 1c c lon.

ce tlfy vhlch, thl day of January, 1999
LINDA RYAIL, Clerk, DlsErIct Courts of Jaspe. County, Texas


